WILLIAM BOSANCO MOTT HETTINGER COUNTY REGION IV
LARRY: EEEiw’fﬁe railroad was only a few years old when you started on it,
wasn't it?

BILL: The railroad was here in 1910

LARRY: Ya, and you started on it in 19117

BILL: 'Tis safe to say 1911, He—Id-had-tho—serermti—itaimt—trorrt—lrrow
THreEe—trert—rrerrt

LARRY: Where did your area begin and end? How much territory did your
section cover?

BILL: "<&, \kll I'11 tell ya,it averaged—-~when I started ouEVE mile west
of Mott and went §ég;%eeanand a half east. Four and a half miles east of
Bentley, that was the first, and then they would stretch these sections
sometimes. Give us more! As a rule more,and then they'd shoot us s&%ﬁ?les
further west. Sometimes they'd take me off the west end and they'd put me
east—-average. ?ggy started out 15 and wound up with 57--57 mile. Ya,
when I quit I hed a pickup. I had a pickup, see, and I had 57 miles., I
went£;gmﬁew Fngland to a mile west of Elgin; that was my territory.

LARRY: 1In those early days, Bill, what would a section crew do? -icmemmsa
.Jast patrol your territory and see that the ties were all good and that the
snow fences were up?aﬂ&-sﬁﬁégi ‘
BILL: Well, that's part of it., You see, in the 'L0% $) right around 'hZ,theyi
started to gravel and they cleaned out all the poor ties and they fixed this
here branch up in pwvdef cood shape. Put in thousands ;ié.carload after
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B/ Then they got gravel and they put it in pretty goo%zshape. That was

indo In
in the '40% and the '50} It run on up %m the '50% some,¥',3 we had a flood‘

set us back quite a lot and in '50 we had a bigger one. That set us back;
we had a lot o' track foreed out. But when I left down here, we was about

&,
EM)ékﬁeeﬂt black ties and gravel. I had a good railroad)jya. That is for

of
a branch, mind yaj; Like railS.., 65 pound steel.

LARRY: But—mew Ln the early days e you—sterbed—in—kodis what would your
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section crew do on a average day?

BILL: Pickin' up track. Pickin' up--it was all rough there.]ast layin®,

I gueséhﬁilwaukee Wogme—tieesw 1913 it right on the ground., They went through
some of the hills some instead of f£illin' up in their lower places. They
just run—--it was up one hill and down anothe?siike that. And it was awful
rough when I started there., Well, you can imagine how it would be, you
know? They had untreated ties and they didn't last very long. We started
tiein' then before '20, We started puttin' in new ties; they had untreated
ties, It was a mess! Dlore derailments, had a lot of gumbo track, soft
track,

LARRY: -@ggg grade wasn't too strong Cermemehuh

BILL: It was--well, they put it in. It was put in here; slopped in here

you might say. Now the NP eewhago-skesr hod a standard grade, see? Right
straight but ours &ee—sis= up one hill and down another. And sige they
13]

went into a cutjyas a ruleythey run into the gumbo., And that gumbo é%ebﬁs
44

nlu&pn#’hﬁet and when it gets dry you can't hardly do anything with it, either! &
de.stuff! And that's what you had to d5;§ick up track mostly. I didn't
put in any ties when the ties started to go. They started to go around in

N %e"eﬂbﬂlﬁ'}si

W 1918gor sememeres

LARRY: Bill, I don't know that much about railroad talk. %ﬁll;'Vhen you
wi;?&ck up tiesy" }ﬁat do you mean?

BILL: Pick up track? -Réeh—me—swasls Well, you raise the track up and

poke dirt under it.

i
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Bt :  See if there's a hole, well, you raise it up and you poke--you level
it off. See that's sand; you try to keep it level to keep the trains up!
You have a level board you put across!

LARRY: There were a lot of derailments in those early years, Bill?

BILL: Oh, Jjeez, a lot of ‘'em!

LARRY: What caused them?

BILL: Rough:track, :)

¥
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or in the caboose and just look up the trainv¥you'd see them cars goin' this
way, one goin' that way, one giM this way, you know? Sometimes they go
over and when they came back they don't go back on the rail!

1
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ST Gy rt—tiryre—tota—3ot-o*em* {We had a lot of derailments. I
was out lots of times! I never had much trouble! UMy track--I worked! I
don't know whether I done anﬂpore work, but I worked different! I had a
way of doin' and I watched her close. As a rule)them days they didn't pay
much and it was hard to get men to take interest in their work and they'd
overlook. Well, they didn't care, see, and that's why they.had so many of
[Hhe seetion cvews]
these here spills! Course ®reyVwasn't all to blame 'cause the company
never furnished us anything! We never got no gravel until up there in the
'AO%;g.few cinders! It was the company's fault. They was to blame for it
"cause they didn't furnish nothin'! They didn't help us, you know, to keep
it ups
LARRY: How many men were there on your sectilon crew? |
BILL: Well, T started out -here with a handcart, -« And 1 used to have,
oh, about eight in the summer; cut us down in the winter to oné;'one or

[Hhe railroed compaaq]
two., 1 used to have seven, six, eight. They used to ship ‘em up every

drains] - =
spring. They'd have on the passené;rqpv hey'd have a coach start on down
the draw and each section would get so many men. They'd have a coach full

of men!

EARR—f-TTee,
wtdrt / And they'd come up through--now like Mott! They'd come up here and
they'd unload some of them men and their baggage and all that stuff., Throw

it off on the sidewalk! There was Bulgarians, Greeks,‘Itali%%%Efffg;ﬂ
AR

Biri+—%af 411 kinds of foreigners! All foreigners and then they'd furnish



them a bunkhouse and a stove, coal to cook with and that. And so the

average~—they'd come out and stay all sum?iiijfz used to get some darn good

BILL: o=wmel | They'd come out here and stay all summer--work! And some
of 'em would get sick and die or they'd go back--qguit! They'd sign a
contract to come out here the lst of April as a rule and they were supposed
to work until the 1st of October. Then they'd pass 'em back free to

Chicago and all-over, see?

EARRTT I3
BT

L

} Vo wn . . .
LARRY: W eri yvou'd get bumped et being section leader or section i
¢ et
BILL: Section foreman.

LARRY: Section foremanf I'm sorry!
BILL: You wanna get that *foremant® #

m &
: Righti ag@: ‘hen you'd get bump@jalgal!? being section foreman,

£
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then you'd be section crew member; right?

BILL: Section laborert

AR wEpet 0T WOULdN 't Lot Toyed—offr—Foudd—
ek
Jees
BiEr—Ho,/1'd go back as a laborer, see, W Ya, $.1%5 an hour!

LARRY: Is that what you started at?

BILL: Six days a week, ten hours a day, $1.50 a day!
LARRY: So you'd be making about mmmeer$36 a month, eimes
BILL: About that, ya.

LARRY: Was it hard work?

BILL: Oh, boy! I worked hard! A lot of ‘'em didn't ‘CateeGrrolmot—iem

G#drr%—-they worked accordin* to pay. OSee they--I'll tell ya a little thing

happened one time., I had some Bulgarians and this one fella's name was
Pete and he was cuttin' off his shovel. Now this happened--I've heard this

told so many times since! I said, "What the hell you doin', Pete?" He
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says, "Railroad cut me, cut pay! I cut shovel!" See,they cut his salary!
I@.ﬂhybe, you see, they'd start to pay them laborers sometimes--oh, they'd

give 'em maybe $.17, $.18 in the summer, see? Section foreman got $55 a

month, no, $57.50 a month! That's what the fella got that run the section.

The section laborers would get $.15 in the winter and in the summer they'd

b‘ . - A
pay ‘em 7, sometimes $.18, They'd raise ‘'em a little and sometimes they'd

cut fem off to $.15. Leblmpihas—tros—eon s ©0 this Bulgarian was cuttin'
off this shovel and I asked him what he was doin' and he says, "Railroad

cut me!” They'd cut him seej)f%ell, anywayy; %, it was no good! It was

nothin'! Course, them times was hard, man! I tell ya you could buy things

dolla¢

so much cheaper, womy. A O 1n them days was quite a lot, you know, and

work was hard to get! You couldn't get no work anyplace! Out on a farm

L Mou'd

P o -. s 1
DB Dot el PO rete—arrrr WOTK foOr your board; that's about all

that you'd get out of it! So them Bulgariansythey'd ship 'em up here and
they'd give fem a car and a stove and bunks and they would cook their own
meals, see, And some of’'em lived pretty good and some of 'em didn't:
They'd come out on a section, you know, and they'd have a hunk of flat
pork and a piece o' breag, a onion, a pilece o' garlic or somethin' like
that put in there, /AN WANThat's right! Th£%¥€?£kled to death to get
it; too! Hungry, boy, I'm tellin' ya! So that's the way it was. Pretty
rough! Boy, I'm tellin® vou when I N started in, it was roughf' And

-t -

we had a bunch of roadmastersg Irish,

than rough. Oh gee, they was tough! I tell ya they was a tough bunch to
work fory, too. And they wasn't only in track; they was in train service!
They was in everything! Everything that you wanted to get into; but, of
course, the track %éggiﬁ where you lost wages! It didn't pay anything!
%anw%ow;lf you was a %:)nductory maybe you'd get, well, $150 a month. ’ZOO
would be big wages! Aour roadmaster ¢ got $75 a month. 1844Mé got $57.50
and he got 75, Well, they paid his expenses, though, w=gms. when he was gone.%
LARRY: How much responsibility did a roadmaster have?

BTLL: Well, he had so much track, see? Now like ours¥he had 134 mile and
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he was responsibile for that track. He used to run up and down or watch

his track, watch the bad spots and all that stuff, see?

LARRY: Would he raise hell, Bill, if you had missed a spot?

BILL: He used to watch. pretty closg ya! Ya, he used to get rough! Well,

we had different roadmasters,too, you know. We had several of 'em. Well,
[he trains]

they didn't wanna see "™ go in the ditch, see? If they got off too often,

it didn't Zook good, == And, of course, they tried to keep 'em on A4

ranfitg énd they'd ride over on the train; back and forth. They'd maybe hit

a pretty rough spot and they'd wire ya, send va a2 message or write ya or

maybe they'd come out on a motorcar., After awhile they got a motorcar, o

LT R i

o A 70 they:%ged to run up and down. And us fellas we had to buy our
ryy.,

own motorcar @M our own engine!

LARRY: Is that right<?
) . . Fairmount ) )
BILL: That's right! I paid $130 and some for a keswessecfi4psd cngine and,

[ g

of course, they furnished the pushcar. And I had to pay the freight from

Fairmont, Minnesota! Nﬁg%—thcy ettt fterTerdsT—the T iIve e That

LGl e e e D B e o B SO T T —::~?§‘\ I had

N o7 B LG M N AW A -8 7 v S 1O (RN VA A a5 e o
to buy it myself and all of 'em did it that had motorcars! That's what

they done, .

LARRY: What year was Ué!t that you got a motorcar for your crew?
BILL: Well, that mus%géf beeA%gigané-'ISg 116, seuSNGrrein there Somew‘ner‘e.-E
LARRY: Oh? You used a handcar 'til then?

BILL: Started in on a handcar,ya. We used to go along the track 15 miles,
that is, 144 miles east,with a handcar. Pump a handcar up‘;;s;;ﬁhills and |
down like that. And if we had a wind sometimes-—-but the wind here, as a
rule, comes from the northwest. But comin'® in at nighérgg'd com7fin
abuckin' that wind, see? And sometimes we could just make it up !them .

*
]
hills and, shoot, it was hard work! As a rule,if the wind's ‘z vour back,

it ain't too bad, see?

B i
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B, [That's what we donejy we had t' do it! “We had to get on the track,

stop now and thenjyand pick up a hole and so forth.

LARRY: Was that the kind of handcar that wenteses

SHEEr—Thett Tttt

-t DDV o o

o ey [Hhe evew men]
BILL: That's right. “Hondesmblet-tmmi=tres If they'd¥all work and if
e

they'd all pump, it'd make it easier; but some of AMAR, you know, would

pretend they was pumpin' and they wasn't!

LABRYs Yo
B+&ls ¢ Oh, we used to have some great times! That damn handcar! Ya, then

after awhile they got a.... They come up with the inspection car one day
and the suverintendent was on. They used to come up with their own car
Land]
with some backup handlers;you see.,-So the roadmaster got off¥he says,
"Bill, SApaday Mis that your engine?" I says, "Yal" He says, "We're
WauKecha . _
gonna send you a motorcar, a WeBwerwkess, a big one.”"™ I was doin' a lot of
of i
runnin'® back and forthAthese other sections. Well, anyway, they did! And
then they took it away from me afterwards., Some other guy wanted it,
Some bridge foreman, I guess, L_L wanted it, had to have it ‘'causea
they di |
had more men, you know? 4And Zhgmﬂﬁ furnish me a smaller onel Well, they
furnished us all motorcars then, smaller motorcars, and from then on they

furnished gasoline and cars.,

+ARRYe——Prt—yoT a0 TO DUy Cche engine?

< PN PR IR, DR B i A
BILL:+—130—ever—$t3o——t—porit—and-norer—ob—a—ateketr—i—lol of 'om owneds
Fal 3 ) LY s .
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LARRY: Did it ever reach the point, Bill, where the railroad bought the

engines for the sections? wl-meamr—iir—tie fh&aseliid they finally reach the
point where they would buy the engines if yours wore out P Cortimylapaecy

BILL: No, no, they wouldn't!

N T 1 Seemer
‘L.i\rR.DbY. Ta—tlrert A = A VY

Rty A2
Farmount o
the =eamswewnt people and the company paid it. That's all the parts

you had to keep orderin' parts! I used to order parts from




that T.kepte... A lot of stuff I ordered for mine 'cause I was runnin' it
a lot and the railroad paid it. I put that on my report; I'd make out a
monthly report, send it in and they'd ship it.ghd bheyld’'pay it! Outside
of buying the engine, why, they »naid for all the parts, see? Oh, hell,
that amounted to a lot o' money, you know?

LARRY: Bill, how did a section laborer's salary compare to somebody
working in a store or working out on a farm or working in a lumberyard?
BILL: Well, a section laborer was at least @ about as small a pay as any-
body could get!
SRRl Gl et T e
BTt rrtte—edahdi, L\ As a rule you could always get a job on a section,

+ was]
see, cause they was always short! VM@ard to get men, they had to ship in

them foreigners and a lot of time them foreigners wouldn't come back and
they'd be short o' men! And you could always go and hire out to any of
¥
tapS¥
these sections 'cause they was short of men andAthe wages were s-—-smalll

Seé¥that's the reason, see? $.15 an houf;‘well, you know that ain't much.

~rle A R i G
N 1 P )
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LAREY: What were the chances of working of your way up? ——mesp—if-somme=

ks T oo Jun i oo o sy L0 O A ¥ S L0 M V3 1S A o411 (I VIO RN (A O) VR >N S L R A X SRR e P VY

. ow a man .
Lhem on yvour section crew, long would #kews have to work on a section

e
crew as a laborer before Zsey would have a chance of becoming a foreman?

BILL: ©Oh, not very long!

SRoW—Rrow—nEar—orftemd 1 started out,

e s . 4
(VERAS S v aaare nm v« S e R e

i nd most of the foremen, see, they wouldn't do it! They wouldn't do
THheir menl, [Fhe men]
ity they didn't care nothin' about “eg see. If they wanted t' work,

alright.aiﬂ.ﬁ% they didn't, get off, see! And it didn't pay enough and most
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[the men]
of %es didn't want to take it up anyway! See they didn't care much about

jﬁ,qrj but I always tried to talk 'em in.... Oh, I worked A“zgﬁ of men, of
course, butAin later years when they paid more I got 'em to stay. I kept
tem 'til I got ‘em a section, see? I done that. I got eight of ‘em, T
think, altogether. Course, it started to pay better, see? There's more

Now]
money in gtvand they stuck with it, but before that there was nothin' in it

so they didn't care about it. HecH ettt et ettt @it @—rrers
fothl bt By e e QUL C Lok gy YOUL knIOW, 25 I say, if I'd o

went into anything different, 1I'd of made more money. &tITT CHErT i —tr—tobe

i T L -+ 1, 3
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LARRY: Jtromiioknoy! Hewr—n+it Wiat kind of ties did the railroad use?
Were those North Dakota=cut or were they from out of state? 25

BILL:* Well, no, they were shipped from different places! Therc#y bo:x:eldersl

ss=swees mostly, and cedar,

[people caid the Hes woutd last]

~B+EErl They was just untreated! VWell, some sammd five years, but not over
oxelders |
seven years. That's about as long as they would last. = e WaS

wed
wmes tics and cedars were sawed out square.

Wea S
LARRY: -8® Uhich wese better?bex—aider—or—Tedurs?
[“the coil road boaqb‘&]
BILL: Neither one was any good! V/T(he cheapest thing that they could buy,

=% Vell, they had some firyuntreated! gee—they haod fis webncabeds And

Py
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werée
then they got a treatment for ties, them square ones, and they“ese good for
n
quite awhile, That's the kind they should of had Ny the start! They
last for quite awhile, but they're a soft wood tile,too, you know. Where
they had curves they had oak! They had some white oak, too, untreated white
oak, and they was put down when the road was put down. They was laid and
o 1iviie e o
they all had a little wWMe button on 'em, HSE@e. It said right on that
buttonlelOf' They had cuite a few of them there white oak.scattered here
and there.
LARRY: & Vas that lumber green?
BILL: Well, it was, yé, green is right.

o

LARRY: B&ggglder is a hardwood, isn't it? Leepds—trardd

BILL: /igj‘;£ey don't last very long. Ilh.ﬁbme of 'em would have a big
At hewed solid.

end, see, andAthey'd taper off., They was a = tie; they wasn't seden)

Boéjilder, no, that's a soft tie! Fir is a soft tie; cedar's a soft tie,.

— LARRY: Would the Wyyjemafarmers fight over your....

BILL: Oh, ya, we had a lot o' scraps over thﬁf_iiiii’;ﬂ
EARRY Tttt |

Bkt  Some of them there fellas.:;>z Sow e Gt S O S oD L B

4

4&&@#-(Etil tell you, I always give 'em to the farmers for plow"gii fire~
guards, We had a lot o' trouble with fireguards, see? Fires! And I used
to get them farmers %ined up and get them to haul them ties! They all
wanted them tl'gs.mfzau‘st é-hcv;hf-g'wasn't no wood, see? And T used to get 'em
lined up and tell ‘em to haul them ties if they would plow fireguards under

'em. Well, T used to get a lot of fireguards plowed. That done a lot o!

goosd for the company, see?

B
AW 5 ok
-;?:2éﬁiin And T used to fight for them fireguards! I know I was upaPm Regent
[he roilcoad ]
one time; they'dVshot me west of Regent. Cut off part of me here on the
and was a

cast endhshot me west of Regent. There™sep banker up here at Reégeng, His
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name was Bauers and he had some land this side o' Bentley or this side of
didy
Regent. And T caught him out there one day. 1 AMMW know who he was, seeg,
and I caught him out there loadin' up ties and I had already told that
farmer along the line there that he could have 'em, So I caught him with
a big load and I made him unload it! I didn't know that he was a banker %é
Regentyno! And he hollered! Oh, he was madder=than a wet hen, you know?
So finally he unloaded 'em! He had no business haulin' them farmer's ties,
wameleeaw, And I used to fight over ii%m! Sure they had some scraps over
‘em., They was g good only for wood. If they're was a farmer that he done
a pretty good job of plowin' a fireguard, I'd maybe put him out three or
;F’ours\‘g)o ones for corner posts, see? I used to work withm and we got
along fine, vou know, I and the farmers. Ya, and thousands of them ties!
Boy, oh, boy, we sure cleaned out a lot of
LARRY: How many would you change in a year?
BILL: T AN Well, it variled, of course. Some years--well, it

didn't start out too bad, 3 : maybe L,000, ma¥be 3,500, L,000G,

somethin® like that. Then the longer them there ties laid, et sewmiaes
the worse they get! You'd have to keep puttin’ more and more and more.
Well, there's about 1& ties in a rail. A rail is 33 feet and there's about

from 18 to 20 ties in a rail, See?JjP

oS A oy
{,—‘ﬁﬁi——'—P
Betdne { SO WR used to--especially when they started to furnish them treated

ties~-want us to put two of them together., If you had three, four ties,

you see, you put one on each side of your one poor tie. You knowy scatter

LSdbts / IT they'd cateh va puttin® in four or five together, they'd fire ya!
ﬁéb Dn, they was stricter .than the devil! S
+he tes

LARRY: Why? VWere wme more expensive?

BILL: Well, they didn't have enough!

TARnYe Ol T eeo
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BFEL; / Seey they had to strin?'em out, wes

SR

=emeseebhaso. D]lock ones, vOou KNOWe .

Boallle ‘T‘hcx:r oost mow -

LARRY: "

iﬁ;’gaiga /f%f/;/;sed to do--oh, some places wmmme right close to the stockyard
e hesl

Hh
where géaipe'was pretty well burieJVSand,I used to put in a whole pile, I

used to put ‘em in and cover ‘em up with sand and they never saw 'em! B

%P/4ﬁ§;;E%rjmrt-un&eﬁ;‘;:’ I put under thousands of grain doors: in my day on

the railrcad! Rough track! 1I'd have a hole I couldn't hold; I'd put some

grain doors under it. Ya, that's the way I kept 'em on! I'd steal these
doors from the agent! The depot agent had to keep track.of 'em and I'd

take them doors, seeﬁ Sneak in there with a pushcar and I'd get a whole
X Mo 3d 43

\J
load of doors anqﬁfw; up some of them holes, see? Thousands of ‘fem! Ah,

hell! Finally there was an old roadmaster come over here off the main

3 W e ) = 3 P
line. He was rough! Lo : e e Bas R o e TR R S

N

bl aoonse He says to me, "Bill," he says, Ydo you put under grain
9 VS, . ) 8

doors?" I says, "N-no, I never put 'em under." He says, "If I catch you
3 5 4 s t 3 » ?- ~ 1 1
i . f i
doin' it, Ifll fire ya =g FYou're done 1 says, "Don't worry

now! T ain't gonna."” I put 'em in right along; he didn't know it!

PRLARRY: When did the union get strongsmess

BILL: Well, it started i===isimes in the 1205, I think that was in the '20%
Crailrood workers wevel

when 1t started in gettin' strong. lore wsimmvoovint® in; more of ‘'em to

keep 1t goin, you see. And then finally when they got a foothold,then they

started to dictate back to the companyg gmaaay and their wages stagpted to

come up also. I'11 tell youlwhen I left Eere in '61, I was gettin' about

3440 a month, mind ya, and now they're gettin’ about‘ShO?

LARRY: Is that #right?

) #-ic ; [Twasa]
BILL: Ya, they're #ffgettin® about?8L0 or $900. M section foreman rems and
T was gettin' right aroundlhho and I was payin' 0% percent on my ;Qbébqyaﬁ@

retirement--6+! So now you can figure...g *Jfou see that cut into it and
P




13
then I had to pay income tax. Essentially though, e them fellas made
just as much as I did fcause I had to pay more income tax and I had to pay

)

retirement and the hospital fees, I was only makin' aboutedles” 135 every
two weeks, clear. Hell, there was nothin' in it; T wasn't makin! no money!
If they hadn't of furnished a section house and coal, why, it'd o' been
pretty rough! And that helped a lot—--a section house, you know. When we

my wife] _
got married, s—demrst—isaew why 1@» went right to work. The company helpec
her fix up the inside and she kept it up. She worked and kept everything

right up, you know, and we got by alright, see?

¢ Did the Milwaukee do more business than the NP?

Oh, wa! Oh, va! Ya, the Milwaukee had the business. They #idn't
have as 2Qcd a railrocad. The NP always had a better railroad ‘gfuse they
had Wit Bdtter right from the start! They kept it up; th#y had more

men and everythNng! But the Milwaukee had the businessy /Mo cuestion about
that, va! Where yd& take east here now far as Elgin From Elgin east it
ain't much! Selfridge\is #the last station on e branch #so that's
pretty good, but Shields, Xreda, Brisbain andAfaleigh and Leith there ain't
much train. Rough, vou see, NQugh countryfva. The Milwaukee made a lot o
monev on this here north line. Iidgt hpffe and they must be making it yet
'cause they only got two section cpéwW One at Mott and one at Selfridge,
one man to each section, one fopfman and Wpe man!

LARRY: Ha, ha!

BILL: That's right!

LARRY: Ya.

BILL: That guy at/Selfridge has got 7L miles, 77 miles\f track, he got

one man, This fella at Mott has got 57 and he's got one md! Just think of
it! And we fised To have nine section gwcrews and we used to Kave nine or
ten depoyagents! Now they got one here at Mott and I think one Nere at

New pfgland! XmkdeagSce what.... Course they didn't pay the wages\them

#vs, but accordin' to what the men was workin', why, they were-maKkin¥




¥

LARRY: VWhat's brougﬁfthe railroad down, Bill®?

BILL: Unions. The unions raise cane! The unions is alright. You gotta
have 'em, but they're too powerful! They're too strong! I'l11l tell you
whyv. When I was workin' down there, @ they keptqgguttin' us off out of
our men! Seep they raised our wages maybe $.15 an hour or $.10 an hour or
a*little bit, see? Not too much! Unions was sNWWsalways after more

money, more money, and everytime they'd get more money—--cut their heads off!
There'd be so many men knocked off, see? There should of been a limit to
all these here wages right from the start, sese I1'll tell yg, a man should
draw a decent wage! That's what he should, but it goes too far and that's
why the railroad started to go down. As I said,the unions was alright, but

like everything else they go too far! I don't give a damn! People would

cg’sﬁuﬁ
me for talkin' that way, but I used to have say three men

[and the eompany wouidJ
down here and I'd get a raise or we'd all get a raiselpfcut two men right

Yo

Bttt | Then we'd get a raise again—-cut pwm one man! Cut here, gut there,
Pu¥ you? men 3l ouX o' wec e That's Lhot they denel Can
cut here, cut there! A You couldn't blame the railroad so much! You MV

blame the union and the railroad. The railroad should have paild more

money when they started us out. When they started us out, see, they didn't
[ovqanized!

do that! See they made us$V If they'd of all paid from the start the way

they should have, there wouldn't of been no unions! ¥ai-kaewffffff>;w

n

TeLlA e ¢

o

Bt ¢See, that's the big trouble., They had to organize 'cause they

wh

couldn't live.... I can never figure out they would cut down! They

would raise wages and cutioff men! It didn't make senseg did it?

seg?

Tharr nopod rho mon
= V g s

somethin® awfult




Track—--there's nobody workin'! Well, you

-

It don't make sense! And e now the trucks is, see; haulin' the

Well, they can't haul that wheat like the railroads could, mas

wheat! W
hemmpans) 7

: ™
Egin need these trains; éﬁ%& should have ‘em! Why,&see the grain

they can haul out of them there.... And we used to have a good packin'

business here, a lot o' creamg.hauled out a lot o' cream and express and
) [0
cattle! Man, why, we shipped cattle and that! vZverything is trucked;

everything is trucked! Trucks started in! Trucks started in and then the

. . oA a) ) K] 2 1.7 ety Somcaelh
raillroad started t0eveo Y_J‘ o S VR v - 2 5 2 MR 48 < e R o e 8 A TOT ToTT Wagto
M 3 L S— 1 £==1 e ol ¥ hl b 2N | - ] F LN I Y
SRd.more nrqgmc? TITCY Lall UUNPAY LU 1L ZUCOD. L0 LOUOUORNTO LTIXNT -L-{J. 3B AR v gy
.::% PRI |  XaerY o
LA 8 2y A CATRARI NS -

13 e 1 ~1 a¥al
CITC ey T A A C AN eV

tger o TR OUT

;:Y.Lg.uw: F—rrorrRTs viiere; 1 KIIOW Jubb ILXW et
1

T el 10 D00 Ttk | . They oughta have men on these here
) theqire )
roads right now! See the wrecks %aewe havin'!

o =L a2
LA LTY Lcle™

BIEe—You—sece—ierm—erouand( fnd, boy, that costs a lot o' money! See the
stuff they spoil, lumber and machinery and wheat! Tt's a ciiffi’;p
EH’“‘LRRY ) Yd. [

=HEs( It's just too bad, Them wrecks I'11 tell you! You used to hear....

Course not like on the main line! You knowyhere they maybe have off six

cars, five or six cars; but on the main line they'd have off maybe 30, 35

cars sometimes, see?

ARRTT 1o

B L often wonder whs—thregovernment don“t‘ﬁake a hold TcausT—itts

eSSt 0T Tem 18 rouBiTtrack]

2o 2 e L o A 243 o ol L
rosaarnl-—thet-couses MEHEe—GeEFrETIMCIIUSs 0 0 o
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BILL: Rough track. They'll tell ya different! See they'll put it on to
somethin' else. That's the main--sometimes there's a worn-out journal or
somethin' like that’sga» but as a rule the track is rough. The track is
rough.

LARRY: Bill, was there a shortage of boxcars in the early days like there
is now?

BILL: No,1€ourse they didn't have the stuff to ship, the grain! They used
to ship a lot o' grain, but theyv had smaller cars! They had 80'5'4that
was about the biggest! 60's and 80's but we never had such trouble with
shortage until theyv got in..khis here machine business, This here raisin'
wheat, more wheat, SeSpmsou-dmemggrNC bigger crops, see, and that's the
time that the shortage started.

LARRY: So,in your opinion it wasn't any different policies on the part of
the railroad. It was the fact that the farmers were producing more grain
that caused the boxcar shortage.

BILL: Right, right! That had a lot to do with it! They didn't raise so

much grain as they do now, you see?
sNRNE .

Now you take in the '205 and along in the '30% there wasn't near
the grain shipped as there had been in the 40k, 505, and '606, you Kknovee
l,;“« c(oto-they farmed different and it was all machinery. In the 1205 and "BO'SJ that
was horses, see.

LARRY: Were you proud to work on a railroad, Bill? J-wean did you feel

PYIEE S0 Py 3 -~ P i o e i 3
S ms s aas l G ”bﬂnﬁg for—an I“,.““l"‘}'m” e = TAVA VIR Ny, ety O KIIOW,

N oAl SinteSo. Tornbhi.
BILL: Sure! I did; that's right! fep—sure~dids Well, I always figured IE
should work and earn my moneyl That's what I figured. I wasn't gettin'
much, but I figured that I should work and earn it. Well, it's the same
nowadayse. You get a lot o' men that's on ﬁﬁﬁzgﬁ% don't care whether-they

do a dav*s work or not!

A TN TN =
[ 5wy o g Icle

BEET (1t 's always been that way it seems. And it's too bad,especially
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Wnow! They're gettin' such big w%%ffi——;’

i s S
B £ Then days, Fhes—hada Littlemm Aou couldn't hardly blame a man for

not wantin' to do anymore than he hif_fji/;’
bl R R

i fTE;;;e he wasn't gettin' paid, see? It's a lot different now than
1T WaS e N Cr e

LARRY: VWas there more pride among railroad employees back then than there
is now?és-yeﬁ—%htm!?

BILL: Well, ah, I don't believe it makes much difference.

Srfei iy ?

Bt

¥Q~x:\ WA

Bl (cll, as a rule, it's rough, Ehugh! I've worked with all kinds of

these here railroad men, trained men, and all kinds, sse-uracksm. bridge

Crews and.--=aigg what noh,ﬂqd there's more, S, "1 don't givej’dimy

Bttt /And that's what's goin' on right now, Right now! It's, "I'1l do
what I have to do, but that's all," see?
LARRY: So the railroad has always had a lot of rowdies or reckless people

working for them?

BILL: Much so or they used to have, ya! Come and go! Where you got men
Laveld
that's workin' here today and¥gone tommorrow! There's no interest there;

they don't care, see? That's been the big trouble asd—bhe-uhile all the
way through! I never was that way! 1 figured if I didn't want the job,
I'd quit!

LARRY: <Sowisiwese Pconle didn't have a feeling of responsibility about what
they did?

BILL: No, no, they didn't care.

— 30~




